MARGARET HALEY

The Poppy Field

for SATB voices (with divisi)

words by Elizabeth Jane Noble

2008

HALEY EDITION
www.margarethaley.info HE 30



First published 2008 by Haley Edition.
© Haley Edition 2008.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
copied, reproduced, stored in a retrieval device,
broadcast, recorded, or transmitted in any way or

by any means without the express prior permission
of the publishers.

Authorized scores and parts are available from

Haley Edition in two formats: as standard printed and
bound paper copies, and as PDF electronic masters.
For more information please e-mail:
haleyedition@gmail.com

ISMN: 979-0-57056-041-7 (full score)

HALEY EDITION
www.margarethaley.info



The Poppy Field for SATB voices (with divisi) (2008)

The first performance was given by the Aire Valley Singers/Doreen Anderson — conductor
at St. Paul’s Church, Kirkgate, Shipley (UK), on the 28th June 2008.

This work was developed for the Aire Valley Singers as part of the Adopt-a-Composer
scheme, funded by the PRSF and run by spnm in association with Making Music.

Special acknowledgement goes to poet Elizabeth Jane Noble.

Duration: c. 15 minutes

Performance Note

The music should flow. Tempo, dynamics and articulation should be considered as a guide,
no more.



Programme Note

The Poppy Field for SATB voices (with divisi) is a collaborative project between the
composer and the Aire Valley Singers. As their resident composer (2007-8) I worked
closely with this particular chamber choir and their musical director Doreen Anderson.

Inspired by Elizabeth Jane Noble’s descriptive words (below), the music aims to reflect
unfolding events amidst the atmospheric conditions of ‘dawn’, ‘noon’ and ‘dusk’.

MH

The Poppy Field
By Elizabeth Jane Noble

Will you meet me in the poppy-field at dawn
Where flower heads like crimson drops of rain,
Bow heavy heads, as if in silent prayer

And all the world is fresh and new again

A new days’ birth our eyes can see unfold

Pale shafts of sunlight glint upon the dew
And, standing silent drinking in the sight
Together, me and you.

Lay with me in the poppy-field at noon

A dark satanic god there in the sun

The warm rays beating down upon your back
Two bodies locked, entwined as if as one
Full-headed poppies reaching to the sky

The heady scent of opium in the air

Sweet smelling grasses, tall and friendly stems
Will hide us lying there.

Stay with me in the poppy-field at dusk

And watch the sunset blush the golden hay

And hold me close to your strong, naked breast,
Let me forget the passing of the day.

The drowsy poppies close their heads in sleep
Tight-closed petals our secret hide within,
Come meet me in the poppy-field at dawn

And love me once again.
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